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your attention to it, and as I am persuaded that you will
consider the question without passion or prejudice, and that
no virulence of party will be suffered to warp your judg-
ment, I expect to derive considerable advantage from receiv-
ing the honour of your opinion.

" With regard to the Nabob's debt to the Company, I
think the present moment of general voluntary contribution
might offer a favourable opportunity for persuading his high-
ness to pay the whole or part of the new cavalry loan ; and
I shall speedily forward to your Lordship a letter for his
highness, suggesting the propriety of so seasonable a step in
the present moment,

u I should here observe that his highness expressed great
anxiety to be allowed to correspond privately with me, but I
declined the proposition; and your Lordship may be assured
that I will admit of no other mode of communication be-
tween his highness and me than the regular channel of your
Government.

" It is very necessary that we should be prepared to de-
cide the eventual question of the succession to the nabob-
ship in the probable event of his highnesses early death.
Your Lordship will have the goodness to ascertain, with as
much accuracy as possible, the respective pretensions of
those who might lay claim to the musnud in such an event.
Upon such information as I shall receive from you, we may
be enabled to anticipate the mischiefs of a disputed succes-
sion, and to avoid the disgrace of adopting a premature
decision which we might afterwards be compelled to revoke.
General Harris will have communicated to you the direc-
tions of this Government with respect to the succession to
the musnud of Tanjore, and you will have learnt the man-
ner in which those directions have been executed. I shall
be extremely anxious to receive the report of the commis-
sion which is to be appointed for inquiring into die real